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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, OCLR, UN, XP 

SUBJECT: NIGHT REACH: POSSIBLE ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION TO UNEP AIRLIPT 
REF: STATE 236014 

1 . ON DECEMBER 3 WE ASKED RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN POREIGN MINISTRY 
OPFICIALS ABOUT POSSIBILITY OP ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION TO UN 
AIRLIFT. 

2. OFFICIALS RESPONDED THAT POREIGN MINISTRY HAD STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDED POSITIVE RESPONSE TO UN REQUEST FOR ITALIAN 
AIRLIFT ASSISTANCE DURING INTRA-MINISTERIAL MEETINGS ON 
SUBJECT. HOWEVER, ACCORDING SOURCES, THERE WERE "SUBSTANTIAL" 
TECHNICAL DIPPICULTIES, PRIMARILY UNAVAILABILITY OP ITALIAN 
AIRCRAPT AT REQUESTED TIME. OPPICIAL SAID FINANCING WAS, AS 
USUAL, ALSO A PROBLEM. 

3. OFPICIAL EXPRESSED HOPE THAT DIPFICULTIES COULD BE 

WORKED OUT SO THAT ITALY COULD RESPOND POSITIVELY TO UN REQUEST. 
WE ENCOURAGED POREIGN MINISTRY OPPICIALS TO CONTINUE THEIR 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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EPPORTS POR ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION. VOLPE 
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